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KNOX PLAIN ABORIGINAL DEVELOPMENT PACKAGE AGREEMENT 
Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral) [5.12 pm]: I can hear the collective groan. We have three 
weeks! It is okay; members will be all right. 

The PRESIDENT: It was an expression of enthusiasm, I am sure. 

Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: Complete enthusiasm, to end our week. Settle down; members will be all right. 

I would like to take this opportunity to discuss the significance of the landmark signing ceremony for the formal 
Knox Plain Aboriginal development package agreement between Kimberley Agricultural Investment Pty Ltd and 
the Miriuwung Gajerrong Corporation that took place in China last week. Given the historic week that we have 
had in the house towards reconciliation and recognising Aboriginal people in our Constitution, I thought it timely 
that we take note of this very important signing. The signing of this agreement in Shanghai was led by the 
Minister for Regional Development, Terry Redman, and marked a major step in delivering benefits of the 
Ord final agreement to traditional owners as part of the continued expansion of the Ord in our state’s north west. 
I congratulate the minister for his role in facilitating that historic occasion. 

To my knowledge, this is the first project in Australian history that has seen a delegation of traditional owners 
travel overseas to attend the signing of an agreement between them and foreign investors on their land. It really 
is a significant moment in the development of foreign investment partnerships and Aboriginal development.  

The signing of the Knox Plain Aboriginal development package agreement between the two parties was 
a momentous event for both parties and is consistent with the original intent of the native title agreement that 
was signed almost 10 years ago, on 6 October 2005, by the foreign investors, the Miriuwung–Gajerrong and the 
state government of that time. Since that time, this state government has worked with the Kimberley Agricultural 
Investment company, which I will refer to as KAI, as well as traditional owners and local business to build on 
the $517 million Ord–East Kimberley expansion project. I am extremely proud of that as a member of 
Mining and Pastoral Region. That project has been dubbed one of the most significant developments in the north 
of our state and in the north of Australia. 

The project includes $332 million from royalties for regions. That is an investment in key agriculture 
infrastructure and aims to double the size of the Ord irrigation scheme to 29 000 hectares, which is extremely 
significant for the people of the Kimberley. The Ord–East Kimberley expansion project is undoubtedly one of 
the most important and exciting agricultural investment ventures seen in the Kimberley in decades. It has been 
talked about for decades and now we can see it. It is aimed at maximising the full potential of available land and 
water resources in the East Kimberley region. One of the really great things about this project is that it has 
worked closely with traditional owner partners to attract private sector investment to develop a world-class 
agricultural sector to supply produce for not only Australia, but also international markets.  

I am also proud that it has set a precedent in Aboriginal engagement, maximising Aboriginal involvement for 
future projects of this nature. The signing of the Knox Plain Aboriginal development package agreement 
definitely demonstrates the willingness and capability of the Miriuwung Gajerrong Corporation and KAI to work 
collaboratively to deliver investment and development into the Ord. This agreement opens the door for land 
clearing on the Knox Plain land as part of the expanded Ord irrigation scheme, and we will see an additional 
6 000 hectares released for development in coming years. As part of the agreement, KAI will develop 
680 hectares of freehold farmland for the Miriuwung Gajerrong Corporation and organise commercial lease 
arrangements for that land. It is a momentous occasion for the Miriuwung–Gajerrong people. To travel to China 
to sign this agreement was a major occasion for them, and I know that they welcomed it. 

Perhaps, more importantly, the value of the Knox Plain development package to the Miriuwung–Gajerrong 
people is worth about $8.8 million. It is significant and I know that the Miriuwung–Gajerrong people have been 
a major player in making sure that that agreement and development package is signed. That agreement reaffirms 
the successful working relationship between KAI and the Miriuwung–Gajerrong. 

I want to put some real figures on the table so that members understand what the Ord expansion project has 
delivered directly to Aboriginal people and for Aboriginal development by providing economic opportunity. 
Already the Ord expansion project has delivered more than 200 direct jobs for Aboriginal people. About 
100 jobs outside of the Ord project itself are linked to the expansion of the project, almost 300 nationally 
accredited training certificates have been delivered and support has been provided for 14 Aboriginal-owned 
businesses. I know that every member of this house would be pleased to hear those statistics. That is a real and 
tangible win for Aboriginal people in the Kimberley.  

I will conclude my remarks by saying that the release of the Knox Plain land is also an exciting opportunity for 
the state’s economy, particularly the Kimberley, the local communities and Aboriginal people. I commend the 
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Miriuwung Gajerrong Corporation and Kimberley Agricultural Investment Pty Ltd and its parent company, 
Shanghai Zhongfu Group Co Ltd, on achieving that milestone agreement. I congratulate also the Minister for 
Regional Development in facilitating that process. The potential of this project is incredibly exciting and I look 
forward to seeing it grow and develop in coming years. 
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